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Mapping Housing

After identifying places where African American students historically lived on campus, Bentley researchers worked with a U-M Library team to integrate the information with a 1930 Sanborn Insurance map of Ann Arbor.

Learn more 


                

                                                
                    News
Ten Burning Buses

One researcher is using Bentley collections to spotlight anti-civil rights terrorism – including a 1971 bus bombing in Pontiac, Michigan – and racially motivated crimes that too often went unsolved.

Complete Story 
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        On this day in 1970, the “Give Earth a Chance” rally started in Ann Arbor! 🌏

U-M students, scientists, & more rallied to raise awareness about the environment!

Over 13,000 people attended the kickoff ceremony in Crisler Arena, which included musical performances by the Chicago cast of the musical “Hair,” seen here, and Michigan folk singer Gordon Lightfoot. 🎵

Speakers included Michigan’s Governor William Milliken, U-M’s president Robben Fleming, Ed Fabre as a leader of the Black Action Movement, and Senator Nelson, who would go on to found “Earth Day” just one month later!

"Our goal must be an environment without discrimination," said Senator Nelson at the rally, "Our goal must be a decent environment in the widest sense of the word."

The rally was organized by the Environmental Action for Survival group, known as ENACT, and included several other events, such as a walk along the Huron River to protest pollution, starting at Pioneer High School. 🌊

It also included a mock trial that found cars "guilty of pollution," and a protest where students threw non-recyclable cans onto the lawn of a Coca-Cola plant, (then cleaned them up afterward, so as not to litter.) 🥫

📸: Click through to see photos of the “Give Earth a Chance” rally and events, over 50 years ago in Ann Arbor, from the News and Information photograph collection!

#OTD #AnnArbor #CrislerArena #UMich #1970s #Environmentalism #Sustainable #GiveEarthAChance
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        Here are four early women graduates from U-M! 🎓

🩺 Sarah Gertrude Banks: One of the earliest women to graduate from U-M’s Medical School, Sarah Banks also advocated for women’s right to vote! 

She became a well known physician in Detroit, caring for both the wealthy and the poorest citizens alike. 

⭐ Mary Byrd: A professor and an astronomer, Mary Byrd graduated from U-M in 1878, then went on to become the Director of the Smith College Observatory! 

🏥 Ida Kahn: One of the first Chinese women to earn a degree at U-M, Ida would go on to open multiple hospitals, and inspire many women to join the medical field! 

📚 June Rose Colby: In 1886, June became the first woman at U-M to earn her Ph.D. by exam! 

She went on to become a professor of literature at Illinois State Normal University, an active suffragist, and an advocate for women’s rights. 

You can find out more about these remarkable women, and many others, in the digitized Alumnae Survey collection! 📚

Who would you say are the most outstanding women to have attended U-M? 

Happy International Women’s Day, Wolverines! 🎉

#UMich #GoBlue #Wolverines #WomensHistoryMonth #InternationalWomensDay #StudentLife
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        Meet Annie Smith Peck! ⭐

After graduating from U-M in 1878, Annie went on to become a teacher, suffragist, and famous mountain climber! 🏔️

In response to the U-M alumnae survey, she wrote that she hoped “to show that women had as much brains as men, and could do things as well, if she gave them her undivided attention.” 

“It is a pity,” she added, that women had to work so hard just for “a fair chance and equal opportunity in any line of work.” 

Annie infamously switched her skirt for “knickerbocker” trousers, to climb the Matterhorn in 1895, and even posed in a photo wearing them, causing a scandalized debate about women wearing pants. 👖 

She wrote four books during her lifetime, and in 1908 she set a record by climbing to the tallest point that any American had climbed, at the time: over 21,000 feet above sea level, on Mount Huascarán in Peru! 🏆

Annie would go on to plant a “Votes for Women” flag at the top of the dormant Mount Coropuna volcano, in 1911! 

You can learn more about Annie Smith Peck in her Alumnae Survey.

You can also find photos of her in the University of Michigan student portraits, and the 1878 class album. 

Click through to see her famous mountain-climbing outfit, and to learn what U-M`s campus in Ann Arbor looked like while she was a student here!

#1870s #UMich #AnnArbor #StudentLife #WomensHistoryMonth #AnnieSmithPeck #HistoryMatters
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        Happy Leap Day! ⭐ Let’s jump back in time! 

Throwback to U-M student athlete James Henry doing these long jumps, unaware that he would soon make history as the first Black head coach of a U-M varsity team.

James Henry went on to coach track and field at U-M, and his teams won 220 Big Ten titles! 🏆

While a student, he became the first U-M athlete to long jump 25 feet.

It’s not a big leap to say that he made a real impact at U-M! 

 #GoBlue!

📸: James Henry jumping in 1979 and 1980, from the Robert Kalmbach Photographs

#UMich #StudentLife #AthleticHistory #BlackHistoryMonth #BlackExcellence #TBT
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