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Ann Arbor, MI 48109-2113 U.S.A.
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                    Featured Site
Beyond the Horizon

This student-created digital exhibit showcases the lives of early women astronomy students at the Detroit Observatory. These pioneering women left a legacy that is as big as the cosmos itself.

Learn more 
[image: Helen Dodson prince reaching to adjust instrumentation, undated photo]

                

                                                
                    News
Strong as Steel

Cornelius L. Henderson was a pioneering steel engineer and architect who helped construct two of the major Great Lakes bridge crossings between the United States and Canada.

Complete Story 
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        On this day in 1928, the Michigan League cornerstone was placed! 🎉

Did you know that the Michigan League wouldn`t exist today without the tireless efforts of U-M women?

It`s true: the League was actually initially intended to be U-M women’s counterpart to the Michigan Union, which had many spaces that excluded women at the time.

Women weren’t even allowed to enter the Michigan Union’s front doors unescorted until 1956! 🤯

So, U-M women decided to fundraise for a space of their own: the Michigan League! 

Historically known as the “Women’s League building," the League was the product of years of effort from women across the University of Michigan! 

One alumna was even moved to write a poem about the League, describing it as a "song of stone," that was built from "dreams." 🎵

According to the 1928 Michigan Daily, her poem was placed inside of the League`s cornerstone, which you can see being lowered into place in this photo! ⭐

Click through to see the full poem that was placed in the cornerstone, and early sketches of plans for the Michigan League, from the 1928 Michigan Daily. 

📸: Images sourced from the Pond Family papers, and the Michigan Daily Digital Archives 

#OTD #DidYouKnow #FlashbackFriday #UMich #MichiganLeague #AnnArbor #WomensHistoryMonth #Herstory
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        You don’t have to be an academic to visit the Bentley, but you do have to be human! 

(We’re sorry, wild turkeys.) 🦃 

Human beings are welcome to drop in during the Bentley’s open hours, 10:00 AM to 4:00 PM, Monday through Friday. 😊

Wild turkeys must stay outside, but of course we appreciate their interest in history!

📸: A flock of wild turkeys next to the Bentley Historical Library

#WildTurkeys #AnnArbor #UMich #HistoricalLibrary #MichiganBirds #BeLikeABird #SupportYourLocalLibrary
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        Robert Frost, U-M’s first poet-in-residence, was born on this day 150 years ago! 🎉

Frost lived and wrote in Ann Arbor, starting in 1921, then on and off through the mid-1920s! 

While working as U-M’s poet-in-residence under the “Fellow in Creative Arts” program, Frost also mentored student poets who wrote for “The Whimsies,” a student-run literary magazine. 📖

His poetic work impacted the local economy, too!

In a letter to a friend, Frost shared that an Ann Arbor store had "advertised on a window the confection of ice cream encased in chocolate known as Frost-Bite.” 🍦

He added: “The book-store next door, not to be outdone, advertised my books as Frost-Bark– Very Little Worse than His Bite." 

After he left, Frost dedicated one of his books to Michigan! 😊

Do you have a favorite Robert Frost poem? 

📸: Photo from “The Whimsies,” a U-M student publication, dedicated to Robert Frost as a mentor, 1921

#RobertFrost #OTD #UMich #AnnArbor #MichiganHistory #Poet #DidYouKnow
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        Who says modern people have all the fun? 😂

This silent video clip is a vintage treasure from 1920s Ann Arbor!

After enjoying a May Music Festival at U-M in the roaring twenties, these dapper attendees were inspired to improvise their very own pop-up concert. 🎵

However, there’s a twist: if you look closely, towards the end of the video, you’ll notice that one of these makeshift musicians is playing a pretty unusual instrument!

Remember the man nodding and grinning with his friend at the beginning of the video?

Well, he appears to have lent his crutch to his friend, to use as an improvised cello! 🤯

Archived videos like this one help remind us that the past had plenty of silly moments, too.

Happy Flashback Friday! 🎉

We hope you have as much fun today as these 1920s musicians did! 😊

📸: Video clip from a recording of a 1920s U-M May Music Festival in Ann Arbor, from the papers of Earl V. Moore, a professor of music, and dean of the Music School

(If you want to use a crutch as a musical instrument, of course, please make sure to ask for permission, as the gentleman in this video does!)

#1920s #AnnArbor #UMich #SchoolOfMusic #MayFestival #FlashbackFriday #SilentFilm #BlackAndWhiteVideo
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