History 698 - SI 737
Fall 2007

Wm. G. Rosenberg, Francis X. Blouin 


Thursday, 2-4 p.m.
2773 Haven Hall

PROCESSING THE PAST: EXPERIENCE, AUTHORITY, AND THE INSTITUTIONS OF SOCIAL MEMORY

The focus of this colloquium is on the ways societies create "authoritative" understandings of their pasts.  It will address the questions of experience and authority in their relation both to history as a disciplinary practice (in its several senses) and to the ways institutions like archives and museums also play an active role in processing and "disciplining" the past, administratively and otherwise.  We will take up the complex question of "social memory", explore the various ways societies institutionalize and authenticate social experience and memory, and look closely at how archives and museums, among other institutions, produce knowledge as well as preserve it.  Our focus throughout will be on the contentious relationships between memory and historical narrative, and the growing "divide”, between the ways "history", "memory", and "experience" are understood, documented, and archived.

While the syllabus below provides a preliminary grounding in these matters, it is subject to revision as we incorporate additional readings relating directly to individual student interests.  Our weekly discussions will center on these readings, but students will be expected to prepare their own individualized bibliographies early in the term, and, in addition, to read extensively around our common themes in the area of their own interests. Our discussions can then be augmented as class members bring to our meetings illustrations, references, or problems that may be emerging in their individual work. Two books marked below in the syllabus with an asterisk (*) should be purchased at Shaman Drum, Borders, or Amazon.com. All other readings are in the Coursepack, available at Dollar Bill on Church Street, or will be distributed in class.

So that class members can focus their own thinking and participate constructively in class discussions, we ask that each person prepare a paragraph or two each week briefly identifying two or three issues in the reading that they would like the class to take up. These can be sent as e‑mail attachments to both the instructors, but 2 copies must also be placed in hard copy in Bill Rosenberg's mailbox in the History Department before noon each Thursday.

The principal assignment of the course, in addition to the readings and class discussions, is the preparation of one or more essays on problems or issues relating to our central themes in both the common and specific body of readings. We offer several writing models to allow class members maximum flexibility in assuring this course contributes in a significant way to their primary fields of study: an analytic prospectus, followed by a single comprehensive analytic essay; a short essay addressing issues in our common readings, followed by a longer essay in a student's particular field; three short essays around any relevant topics, in or outside a student's individual field. Consultations early in the term will allow us to work out which of these options might best meet student needs.
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Finally, class members will be asked to take some responsibility during the term in leading classroom discussions, and also, toward the end of the term, in presenting to the class some results from their individual reading and approach.

Sept. 6: INTRODUCTION: PROCESSING THE PAST

PART I: CONSTRUCTS OF THE “AUTHORITATIVE”
Sept. 13: AUTHORITY IN HISTORY AND THE ARCHIVES

F. Blouin and W. Rosenberg, "Authoritative History and Authoritative Archives”,  unpubl. ms., to be distributed electronically.

  *Carolyn Steedman, “The Magistrates,” in Dust (Rutgers Univ. Press pb, 

   chap. 3, pp.38-65   order from Amazon.com, Shaman Drum, or Borders

J. Franklin Jameson, "The American Historian's Raw Materials" from his 1923 book with the same title   CP

Allan Megill, "History, Memory, Identity," History of the Human Sciences 11:3 (1998), 37-62. CP

Smith, Bonnie, "Gender and the Practices of Scientific History: The 
Seminar and Archival Research in the 19th Century," American Historical Review 100 (1995), 1150-76. JStor 

Michel Duchein, “The History of European Archives and the 
Development of the European Archival Profession" American Archivist 55:1, 1992. pp. 14-25 CP

Thomas Osborn, "The Ordinariness of the Archive", History and the 
Human Sciences, 12:2, 1999, pp. 51-64 CP

Sept. 20: THE TURN AWAY FROM AUTHORITY IN HISTORY

F. Blouin and W. Rosenberg, "The Turn Away From Authority in History”, unpubl. ms., to be distributed electronically.

Keith Jenkins, "On Being Open
 About our Closures," from Jenkins Post-Modern
History Reader, pp. 1-30 
CP

Hayden White, "Interpretation in History" from Tropics of Discourse (pb), pp. 51-80 CP

Lawrence Stone, Patrick Joyce, Catriona Kelly, and Gabrielle Spiegel, "History and Postmodernism". The Past and Present debates, from Jenkins Post‑Modern History Reader, pp. 242-73   CP

J. Chandler, "Proving a History of Evidence", Joan Scott, "The Evidence of Experience," and Thomas J. Holt, "Experience and the Politics of Intellectual Inquiry" with a rejoinder by Scott.  The Critical Inquiry debates, from James Chandler, et al, eds., Questions of Evidence: Proof, Practice, and Persuasion Across the Disciplines, 1994, pp. 275-81, 363-400. CP
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Sep. 27: THE “TECHNICAL TURN”: MODERN FRAMEWORKS AND THE ARCHIVAL DIVIDE

       [nb  class will meet at the Bentley Library in connection

        with the conference on electronic records]

F. Blouin and W. Rosenberg "The Turn From Historical Authorities in the Archive", unpubl. ms., to be distributed electronically.

F. Blouin and W. Rosenberg, “Archives and History in the Post-Custodial Era: The Archival Divide,”  unpubl. Ms, to be distributed electronically.

JoAnne Yates, "Genres of Internal Communication," from her Control Through Communication: The Rise of System in American Management 1989, chap. 3, pp 65-100 CP

   Alasdair Roberts, Blacked Out: Government Secrecy in the Information
   Age, chap. 9, “Liquid Paper”.

Ready Access to Essential Evidence--the 2006 performance and accountability report of the National Archives Found at:

<http://www.archives.gov/about/plans-reports/info-resources/nara-irm-strategic-plan-090106.doc>

   Our Cultural Commonwealth--the ACLS report on cyberinfrastructure.

      Found at:

www.acls.org/cyberinfrastructure/OurCulturalCommonwealth.pdf
Oct. 4: GENERAL DISCUSSION

PART II;
THE AUTHORITY OF MEMORY AND IDENTITY

Oct. 11: MEMORY AND AUTHORITY: SOCIAL CONSTUCTIONS OF LEGITIMACY

F. Blouin and W. Rosenberg, "The Social Memory Problem" unpubl. ms., to be distributed electronically.

  *C. Steedman, “The Space of Memory: In an Archive,” Dust, chap. 4, pp.      

   66-88

*Paul Connerton, "Social Memory," "Commemorative Ceremonies", and "Bodily Practices", in his How Societies Remember (Cambridge pb) pp. 6-104   order from Amazon.com, Shaman Drum, or Borders

Patrick Geary, Introduction, and chap. 1 "Remembering and Forgetting in the Eleventh Century", from his Phantoms of Remembrance: Memory and oblivion in the First Millennium (Princeton pb. 1994) ch.1, pp. 3-23. CP 

Maurice Halbwachs, "Language and Memory," "The Reconstruction of the Past," and "The Localization of Memories," from his On Collective Memory pp. 43-54 CP

Jonathan Boyarin, "Space, Time, and the Politics of Memory," from Remapping Memory: The Politics of TimeSpace, Minneapolis, 1994, chap. 1, CP
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Oct. 18: PLACES OF MEMORY: NARRATING HISTORY THROUGH MONUMENTS, MUSEUMS, & ARCHIVES

Tony Horwitz, "Shades of Gray," from his Confederates in the Attic, chap. 4, pp 71-88 CP

Wood, Nancy, "Memory's Remains: Les lieux de mémoire." History and Memory 6:1 (1994) 123-48. CP

Joan Schwartz and Terry Cook, "Archives, Records and Power: The Making of Modern Memory, Archival Science 2:2002, 1-19   CP


Susan Crane, "Memory, Distortion, and History in the Museum," History      and Theory, Vol. 36, No.4 (Dec., 1997), 44-63,  Jstor

Additional or alternative Readings:

*Patrick Geary, "Remembering Pannonian Dragons", Phantoms of Remembrance, chap. 6, pp. 158-81

John Gillis, ed., Commemorations: Politics of National Idenity (Princeton, 1994)

Nora, Pierre, "Between Memory and History," Representations 26 (1989), 7-24.  JStor

David Lowenthal, "Archives, Heritage, and History," essay from the Sawyer Seminar, CP

Oct. 25:
GENERAL DISCUSSION

PART III: PROCESSING THE RECORD OF THE PAST

Nov. 1:
THE ACTIVE ARCHIVIST AND THE PRODUCTION OF KNOWLEDLGE

F. Blouin and W. Rosenberg, “The Active Archivist" Unpubl. ms., to be distributed electronically 

Nancy Bartlett, "Past Imperfect (l’imparfait): Mediating Meaning in

Archives of Art" Essay from the Sawyer Seminar CP

Wallace, David, "Archivists, Recordkeeing, and the Declassifcation of

Records. What We Can Learn from Contemporary Histories," American Archivist 56 (1993), 794-814  CP

Joan Schwartz, "'Records of Simple Truth and Precision': Photography,

Archives, and the Illusion of Control," Essay from the Sawyer Seminar CP
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Nov. 8: CONTESTED ARCHIVES, CONTESTED SOURCES

F. Blouin and W. Rosenberg, "Contested Sources" unpubl. ms., to be distributed electronically.

Nicholas Dirks, "The Textualization of Tradition: Biography of an
Archive," from his Castes of Mind: Colonialism and the Making of Modern India, pp 81-123

Christoph Graf, "The Role of the Swiss Federal Archives During Recent Politico‑Historical Events and Crises," Essay from the Sawyer Seminar, CP

Patrick Joyce "The Politics of the Liberal Archive", History and the Human Sciences, 12:2, 1999, 35-49  CP

Harris, Verne, "Claiming Less, Delivering more: A Critique of Positivist Formulations on Archives in South Africa," Archivaria 44 (1997) CP

Brien Brothman, "Afterglow: 
Conceptions of Record and Evidence in Archival

Discourse," Archival Science 2, 2002, pp. 311-342  CP

Nov. 15: ARCHIVAL POLITICS

   F. Blouin and W. Rosenberg, “Politics in the Archives:    

   Digitalization, Trust, and the Limitations of Law,” unpubl.     

   Ms to be distributed electronically.

Foote, Kenneth, "To Remember and Forget: Archives, Memory and Culture," American Archivist, 53 (1990), 378-90  CP

Terry Cook, "Remembering the Future: Appraisal of Records and the Role of Archives in Constructing Social Memory", Essay from the Sawyer Seminar  CP

Wolfgang Ernst, "Archival Action: The Archive as ROM and its Political Instrumentalization under National Socialism," History of the Human Sciences 12:2 (1999), 13-34.  CP

Nov. 29: BRIDGING THE ARCHIVAL DIVIDE? SUMMARY AND CLASS PRESENTATIONS
Laura Millar, "Creating a National Information System in a Federal Environment: Some Thoughts on the Canadian Archival Information Network," Essay from the Sawyer Seminar  CP

Dec. 6: CLASS PRESENTATIONS AND CONCLUDING DISCUSSION
