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                    News
Ten Burning Buses

One researcher is using Bentley collections to spotlight anti-civil rights terrorism – including a 1971 bus bombing in Pontiac, Michigan – and racially motivated crimes that too often went unsolved.

Complete Story 
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        Meet Annie Smith Peck! ⭐

After graduating from U-M in 1878, Annie went on to become a teacher, suffragist, and famous mountain climber! 🏔️

In response to the U-M alumnae survey, she wrote that she hoped “to show that women had as much brains as men, and could do things as well, if she gave them her undivided attention.” 

“It is a pity,” she added, that women had to work so hard just for “a fair chance and equal opportunity in any line of work.” 

Annie infamously switched her skirt for “knickerbocker” trousers, to climb the Matterhorn in 1895, and even posed in a photo wearing them, causing a scandalized debate about women wearing pants. 👖 

She wrote four books during her lifetime, and in 1908 she set a record by climbing to the tallest point that any American had climbed, at the time: over 21,000 feet above sea level, on Mount Huascarán in Peru! 🏆

Annie would go on to plant a “Votes for Women” flag at the top of the dormant Mount Coropuna volcano, in 1911! 

You can learn more about Annie Smith Peck in her Alumnae Survey.

You can also find photos of her in the University of Michigan student portraits, and the 1878 class album. 

Click through to see her famous mountain-climbing outfit, and to learn what U-M`s campus in Ann Arbor looked like while she was a student here!

#1870s #UMich #AnnArbor #StudentLife #WomensHistoryMonth #AnnieSmithPeck #HistoryMatters
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        Happy Leap Day! ⭐ Let’s jump back in time! 

Throwback to U-M student athlete James Henry doing these long jumps, unaware that he would soon make history as the first Black head coach of a U-M varsity team.

James Henry went on to coach track and field at U-M, and his teams won 220 Big Ten titles! 🏆

While a student, he became the first U-M athlete to long jump 25 feet.

It’s not a big leap to say that he made a real impact at U-M! 

 #GoBlue!

📸: James Henry jumping in 1979 and 1980, from the Robert Kalmbach Photographs

#UMich #StudentLife #AthleticHistory #BlackHistoryMonth #BlackExcellence #TBT
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        Meet Katherine Crawford, who graduated from the Medical School in the 1890s! ⭐

Katherine, better known to her classmates as “Kate,” was born and raised in Ann Arbor, and began her journey at U-M in 1895. 🕑

She found both joy and heartache in her time at U-M, as an early Black student, which she shared in her response to a survey of U-M’s earliest women alumni. ✉️

In her own words: 

"U-M re-created me–by developing innumerable latent qualities or possibilities, by giving me a much broader field of usefulness, & by the influence of four years of association with hundreds having the same ambition and goal.

Most striking, decidedly unexpected, yet never to be forgotten was the genuine friendship manifested by so many of my own class, as well as by other college women.”

She also had a “cherished memory” of having class picnics and meals with her friends. She remembered: 

“The fine weather, a trip to the woods with baskets, frying pans, and tea pots. ☕

In winter months the meetings were in some girls` rooms.” ❄️

Yet not everything about her time at U-M was happy, as she wrote: 

“Some experiences were exceedingly bitter. Immeasurably so, as I view them after more than a quarter of a century. But they taught one my capacity for endurance.”

Early local newspaper the ‘Ann Arbor Democrat’ described Kate as “reserved and dignified, her individuality having won for her the admiration and best wishes of every other member of the class of 1898.” 📰

She went on to open her own medical practice on Fuller Street, becoming one of only 150 licensed African American women physicians in the U.S. at the time. 🏥

Click through to glimpse what Ann Arbor looked like while she was attending U-M in the 1890s!

You can learn more about her life through her Alumni File, the African American Student Project, and the Alumnae Surveys collection! 

📸: Photos sourced from the BMC Media Services records, U-M Photo Vertical Files, the Ann Arbor, MI photos, & the David A. Forbes photos

#1890s #UMich #AnnArbor #StudentLife #BlackHistoryMonth #BlackExcellence #HistoryMatters
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        Throwback to Michigan’s first presidential primary, over 100 years ago! 🕤

During Michigan`s first primary in 1916, voters actually chose candidates from the National Progressive, Socialist, and Prohibition parties, alongside Republican and Democratic ones!

The national Prohibition candidate for 1916, J. Frank Hanly, even stopped by the Ann Arbor Michigan Central train depot to give a speech, on October 17 of that very year! 🚂

In fact, the Michigan Central depot in Ann Arbor was a popular stop for some early presidential campaigns, including Grover Cleveland’s in 1892, pictured here. 

Today, the space that once held the Michigan Central depot now holds the local restaurant “The Gandy Dancer,” which still preserves some of the beautiful historical architecture the old train depot was known for. 🍽️

On the day that Hanley spoke, however, the location had some very specific drawbacks; according to the Michigan Daily, the “arrival and departure of local trains,” with their whistles and thundering wheels, kept interrupting the speech! 😱

Woodrow Wilson went on to narrowly win that 1916 election, (although perhaps he may have done better if he’d just stopped by Ann Arbor that year! Who knows. 😉)

Click through to see a newsprint photo of J. Frank Hanly from the 1916 Michigan Daily, published the day he arrived in Ann Arbor to campaign for president, during Michigan’s first primary year. 📰 

Remember to go vote in Michigan’s 2024 primary election today! ⭐ 

📸: Levi D. Wines photograph collection, & the Michigan Daily Digital Archive 

#MichiganPrimary #AnnArbor #MichiganHistory #ElectionHistory #GoVote
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